[In families of ovarian cancer patients, breast cancer in females and colorectal cancers in males are overrepresented].
A detailed tumour-related family history was obtained from 30 women with histologically verified epithelial ovarian carcinomas. 46% of the anamnestic tumour diagnoses were also verified by obtaining copies of histology reports. Breast cancer was overrepresented among the female relatives and colorectal cancer among the male relatives. This study demonstrates that persons at high cancer risk as well as tumour-prone families of interest for aetiological cancer research can be identified by the simple method of obtaining a family history.